THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG
FACULTY OF LAW

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS FOR JURIS DOCTOR (JD) PROGRAMME
(AUGUST 2026 INTAKE)

AUTHENTICITY OF INFORMATION AND MATERIALS

All applicants must complete the application by themselves. You are also responsible for the accuracy and
authenticity of all information and documents submitted during the application and admissions process.

The Faculty of Law (the Faculty) unequivocally condemns dishonesty and reaffirms our zero-tolerance policy
towards any form of academic misconduct. The Faculty reserves the right to take legal action and report
fraudulent documents or falsified information to law enforcement units.

The University of Hong Kong has not entered into any agreement or collaboration with any intermediary agencies
for overseas studies regarding a mechanism of “quota for direct admission”.

Applicants should prepare and submit their applications and supporting documents directly to HKU.

SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
All applications must be submitted through the online application system available here.

The deadline(s) for applications will be strictly adhered to. The applicant must ensure that all supporting documents,
including but not limited to official transcript(s), graduation certificate, IELTS/TOEFL report(s), referees’ reports, are
uploaded within the specific timeframe. You are strongly encouraged to submit your application and complete set of
documents as early as possible to avoid any competitive disadvantage over other applicants whose files are complete.

If you wish to apply for more than one programme at HKU Law!, you should create a different username in the
application system and settle the application fee (HKS600) for each submission. However, please note an applicant

can only accept and enrol in one programme, even if more than one admission offer is received from the University.

REQUIRED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

Hard copies of all supporting documents are NOT REQUIRED during the application stage.

Please upload the following documents in PDF format within 28 calendar days of creating your account and before

the application deadline.

Transcripts, diplomas, certificates, official English score reports, and other submitted documents NOT in English
should be accompanied by a certified translation in English, which your home institution may provide. If the Faculty
extends an admission offer to an applicant, they will be notified of the need to submit the original and/or a certified
true copy of the required documents by a specified deadline. Your application will only be considered after we
receive all the required supporting documents.
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Application Checklist of Supporting Documents

Identity Document(s) — Mandatory
A copy of a valid identification document must be provided for administrative purposes, including
verification of visa requirements:

e Local Applicants: Hong Kong Identity Card

e Non-Local Applicants from Mainland China: Mainland ID Card and Passport

e For Non-local Applicants from other countries/regions: Passport
For details on visa requirements, please visit the HKU Admissions Office website and the Immigration
Department website.

For Qualification(s) Obtained in Hong Kong — Mandatory
(a) Current Candidates

i. For applicants who have yet to complete their current programme(s), they should upload a
copy of their most up-to-date academic transcript, including their Cumulative GPA and/or
overall average mark, along with the grading system issued by the institution's Registry.

(b) Graduates

i. (For all UG and PG quadlification(s) attained from HKU) Applicants should upload a copy of the
final transcript with courses attended, examination results with degree award information,
along with the grading system issued by the University’s Registry; and

ii. (For all UG and PG qualification(s) attained from institutions except HKU) Applicants should
upload a copy of the final transcript with courses attended, examination results with degree
award information, along with the grading system issued by the Institution’s Registry.

For Qualification(s) Obtained in Mainland China — Mandatory
(a) Current Candidates
i. For applicants who have yet to complete their current programme(s), they should upload a

copy of their most up-to-date academic transcript, including their Cumulative GPA and/or

overall average mark, along with the grading system issued by the institution's Registry.

ii. Applicants must also submit a Ranking Certificate (HE=4E&HH) in addition to their official
transcript(s).

(b) Graduates
i. Online Verification Report of China Higher Education Student's Academic Transcript (1[5 =

HEAf R B 4B EREE R ) (in English and Chinese versions) issued by the China Higher

Education Student Information (CHSI, Z{=4f). Please set the validity period of the report to

6 months or the longest available duration.

o A hard copy transcript (in English and Chinese versions) issued by the institution's Registry
will only be accepted in exceptional circumstances where a CHSI verification report is not
possible, accompanied by clear reasons. The transcript should show a complete record of
courses attended, examination results, overall result, date of award and grading system.

ii. Online Verification Report of Higher Education Qualification Certificate (Z{ 5 &2 fFss EE
TEFMHAZEFS) of Bachelor's Degree (in English and Chinese versions) issued by the CHSI.
Please set the validity period of the report to 6 months or the longest available duration.

iii. Online Verification Report of Higher Education Degree Certificate (-P [ 5 %20 52N {E 45 55
Z5EI4) (in English and Chinese versions) issued by CHSI. Please set the validity period of the
report to 6 months or the longest available duration.

o Bachelor’s Degree Certificate (1217 35E) (in English and Chinese versions) issued by
the Institution’s Registry will only be accepted in exceptional circumstances where a CHSI
verification report is not possible, with reasons provided.
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For Qualification(s) Obtained from Overseas Institutions — Mandatory
(a) Current Candidates

i. For applicants who have yet to complete their current programme(s), they should upload a
copy of their most up-to-date academic transcript, including their Cumulative GPA and/or
overall average mark, along with the grading system issued by the institution's Registry.

(b) Graduates

i. A full and completed academic transcript(s) with courses attended, examination results with
degree award information, along with the grading system issued by the institution’s Registry;
and

ii. Graduation Certificate issued by the institution’s Registry; and

iii. (for Graduates from Mainland China) Overseas Credential Evaluation Report (E¥MEFRE L
S58E) issued by the Chinese Service Centre for Scholarly Exchange (CSCSE, 25 & B4 2k
FEH0L). Please also set the validity period of the report to six months or the most extended
available duration.

Dual-Degree Programmes (if Applicable)

(a) Applicants who have completed or are currently enrolled in a dual-degree programme must
submit academic transcript(s) from both institutions and ensure the relevant details are provided
on the application form.

(b) Follow the document requirements for each qualification according to its place of award.

English Language Proficiency 2** (if Applicable)
A high level of English language proficiency is a prerequisite for admission. Applicants from a university
or comparable institution outside Hong Kong where the language of teaching and examination is not
English shall be required to satisfy the University English language requirement through one of the
following recognised English tests, with the Faculty’s minimum requirement shown below:

e |ELTS (Academic): An overall band of 7.5 or above, with no individual score below 7

e TOEFL (Internet-based Test)*: A score of 100 or above

Personal Statement

The personal statement, of no more than 1000 words, is an essential component of your application. It
provides an opportunity for you to tell us more about yourself, particularly why you would like to apply
for a taught postgraduate degree at HKU Law and why you are a suitable candidate for the programme.
When explaining your suitability, refer to your academic, professional, and personal background.

Curriculum Vitae / Résumé — Mandatory

L]0

Referees’ Reports — to be submitted by the Referees via an online system

Applicants will be asked to provide details of two referees when completing the online application form.
Please note that at least one referee should be an academic who can comment knowledgeably on your
academic performance and your ability to pursue postgraduate law studies. The most helpful
recommendations are those written by academics who know you well or by someone you have worked
with professionally.

Upon receipt of your online application, the online reference report system will immediately send an
invitation email to the email addresses of your referees. Your referees will have 14 calendar days to
complete the reference report. They will also receive a reminder email seven calendar days before the
deadline.

Please note that your referees will need time to prepare a reference report. Therefore, we suggest you
contact your referees as soon as possible to allow them sufficient time to write the reference letter. If
you or your referees need assistance, please email the Faculty of Law Office at jdinfo@hku.hk.
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CONFIDENTIALITY POLICY
We will treat all information submitted in the application as confidential.

Unless your application is successful, all submitted application forms and supporting documents will not be returned
and will be destroyed after the admission exercise.

ADMISSIONS DECISIONS
Admission offers may be made on a rolling basis and are typically available 6-8 weeks after the full set of documents
has been received.

Successful applicants will also be notified by email. Applicants who have not received an admission offer will
continue to be considered until the end of the admission exercise. We advise you to check your email regularly for
updates. For confidentiality reasons, the Faculty of Law Office will not release any information regarding the
application decision to anyone other than the applicant.

Applicants who do not hear from us by the end of April 2026 may assume their applications are unsuccessful.

PROGRAMME FEE AND PAYMENT

1) Application Fee
The application fee is HK$600 per programme and must be paid online by credit card when you submit your
application. Please do not send cash or cheques.
If admitted, the fee is non-refundable and will not be credited to your composition fee.

2) Composition Fee

The tuition fee for the respective programmes for the academic year 2026-2027 is under review. Please refer to
the 2025-2026 fee for each taught postgraduate programme here for reference. If admitted to the programme,
you will be required to pay the first instalment of the tuition fee (i.e., 25% for full-time candidates). You will also
need to pay the caution money of HK$350, and full-time candidates will be required to pay a student activity fee
of HK$100.

STUDENT VISA
Students who do not have the right of abode or land in Hong Kong must apply for a student visa from the Hong Kong
Immigration Department (ImmD) for educational purposes. HKU's Admissions Office will be the local sponsor and

assist with student visa applications.

The whole student visa application will take 8-10 weeks upon receipt of a complete set of application documents.
Admitted students are therefore advised to apply for a student visa as soon as they have received our admissions
offer.

CONCURRENT REGISTRATION
University's General Regulation G6 prohibits concurrent registration by a student at this University for another post-

secondary qualification either at this University or at any other institution.
A breach of this regulation may result in the discontinuation of studies at this university.

ENQUIRIES
If you experience difficulties during your application, please email jdinfo@hku.hk for assistance.
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" Applicants will be asked to indicate their priority of preference when applying online.

2 Applicants do not need to take the English proficiency test if they received a Master's/Bachelor's degree from an institution where
the medium of instruction was English but they are required to submit the academic transcript for consideration.

3 The Faculty only accepts IELTS/TOEFL Score Reports if the result is obtained within two years before August 1 (for JD
Programme) of each admissions year. Please also note that the Faculty does NOT accept scores from any of the following
tests:

¢ |IELTS Indicator

¢ [ELTS One Skill Retake

e TOEFL iBT® Home Edition

e TOEFL ITP® Plus for China Solution

e TOEFL Essentials™ Test

e TOEFL MyBest™ Score Reports

¢ Duolingo English Test

e Pearson Tests of English

e College English Test 2B KZ5LEEM ~ AN&F 5 (CET-4/CET-6)

o Test for English Majors & =55 2 FsBE Y ~ \$EEE, (TEM-4/TEM-8)

4 Applicants may use the following information when applying for an official TOEFL test report via the Educational Testing Service
(ETS):

e University Code: 9671
e School Type: 01 (Graduate School)
e Department Code: 99 (Undecided)
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